
Epistle  
of the First International  

Theological Conference of Quaker Women 
 
To Friends Everywhere:  
   Greetings and love from the seventy-four women 
from twentyone countries who have, in the middle 
of their busy lives, been called to attend the Friends 
International Theological Conference of Quaker 
Women held at Woodbrooke College, Birmingham, 
England, from 24th - 31st of Seventh Month, 1990. 
We represent many races, languages and 
nationalities, and varieties of Quaker faith and 
practice. Through struggle and pain, rage and joy 
we are able to speak to you, our sisters and brothers, 
with one voice, the voice of love from God.  
   We came together to explore and reflect on what it 
means to be a woman, to be a Quaker and to be 
doing theology, with the hope that through our work 
we would be better able to perform the service God 
has given each of us to do, and to assist our sisters 
everywhere to do so as well. Our work has been 
based on the theology of story. We have listened to 
and told the stories of the unnamed women who met 
Jesus, of our Quaker foremothers, of the sisters we 
represent, and our own life stories. Through Bible 
study, the arts, worship sharing, silence, song, 
prayer, and formal talks, we have remembered and 
reclaimed the past; we have better understood our 
present; and we have begun to envision our future. 
By sharing responsibility for the work of the 
conference we have modelled true equality and 
respect for our individual gifts and abilities. Our 
Home Groups have provided some of us with a 
conference "family" where we could share 
personally our lives, our responses to each day's 
work, and where we could work together on a 
patchwork wallhanging.  
   In this time we have grown in appreciation and 
understanding of our diversity. We found that our 
attempts to share our worship traditions by blending 
them helped each of us to appreciate that we honour 
our own traditions best when we offer them in their 
full expression.  
   We have been reminded vividly that women live 
under cultural, political, and economic oppression. 
All humanity is lessened by it; we are unwilling to 
tolerate its perpetuation, and must continue to work 
for justice and peace in the world.  
   The total dedication which our sisters show in 
their lives has been, and will continue to be, both 
humbling and inspiring. Our eyes have been opened 
to see that we are all, as in the story in Luke 13, 

women “bent over" with burdens and limitations, 
inward and outward. We have affirmed that being 
"bent over" can help us grow into wisdom and 
compassion and lead us into community, to love, 
and to action. And we were shown in this and other 
New Testament stories, how we may walk upright 
by looking at the ways Jesus interacted with the 
women. We have learned to have greater 
appreciation for the gifts and skills we already have, 
and to insist that they be acknowledged and used.  
   We have been strengthened in our knowledge that 
our lives bear fruits of love and peace when 
grounded and nurtured in relationship with God 
through the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ, and 
through Sophia, or Wisdom. In the friendship of 
women we have found a style of that relationship 
based on mutuality replacing one based on 
patriarchal structures and kingship. This style of 
relationship better enables us to envision the Divine.  
   As we leave this conference, our hopes for the 
future are many. We hope that we will act as leaven 
in our local meetings, churches, and yearly 
meetings, so that ​
   Quaker women everywhere will be encouraged by 
our new understanding. As we grow in solidarity 
with one another, enriched by how we express our 
faith, we will all be enabled to surmount the 
cultural, economic, and political barriers that 
prevent us from discerning and following the ways 
in which God leads us. We honour the lives of our 
Quaker foremothers as patterns which help us 
recognize our own leadings. Their commitment, 
dedication, and courage remain as worthy standards. 
May our lives be used as theirs were to give 
leadership to women everywhere to be vehicles of 
the love of God. We share a deep love for all 
creation, and cry with the pain of its desecration. 
We must realize we are part of the natural world and 
examine our lives in order to change those attitudes 
which lead to domination and exploitation.  
   Friends, we are all called into wholeness and into 
community, women and men alike, sharing the 
responsibilities God has given us, and assuming the 
leadership we are called to. We begin where we are, 
in our homes and meetings or churches our work 
and communities, celebrating the realization of the 
New Creation.  
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