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Editorial

T was asked to go to Woodbrooke this fall for
several weeks to edit the material and prepare
the proceedings of the International Theologi-
cal Conference for Quaker Women. I arrived at
Woodbrooke on 3 November and left on 17
December, 1930. Pam Lunn and I worked together
on this project. She gave me all the papers and
tapes of the conference and my job was to put
this material on computer disc, edited; and to
provide camera-ready copy to be handed over to
the next person for lay-out, and then into the
hands of the printer.

There were some materials not on hand so we had
to ask some people from the conference to
provide thess. These requests were made and my
work began. Essentially, I experienced the
conference on paper and after the event,
through getting to know some of the women who
had planned it and participated in it. Also, by
being in the place where it took place.

My experience of the conference was unique in
that it came to me through working with the
formal presentations, reading them over and
over, allowing their message to be incorporated
within me at a very deep level. I am grateful
for the impact this has had on my life. I have
been able to ingest the work of these women and
feel a deep connection with each one as well as
an appreciation for their work and faithfulness
to the task they were given. It is important
work and the fruit of their labors is sweet and
full of life as they have been co-creators with
God in its birthing. Each part of these pro-
ceedings contain rich food to feed us on our
Journey with our sisters and brothers within
the movement of the Religious Society of
Friends. Food prepared in partnership by women
bravely accepting God's invitation to walk with
and work with her/him. So, dear reader, break
bread with us, feed richly on these words,
claim the abundant 1life that is present,
because your feeding on these words will not
diminish ‘the supply for someone else. It will
add to the supply that is here for everyone.

Another aspect of my experience of the
conference that is unique is that I have been
able to get to know deeply some of the women
from the British committee who worked lovingly
and sacrifically to bring this conference into
being. Rs a member of the North American
committee, knowing and participating in the
process from this side, by getting to know the
women from England who dreamed the dream and

helped it to become a reality, I had an
opportunity to see at close range the process
used and the brave attempts to incorporate new
ways of bringing women together to do theo-
logical reflection.

All the women planning this conference were
deeply committed to acting on some of the
things women have seen and pointed out about
being mutual and non-hierarchical in the way we
live together. It is hard to do this in a
world that rarely does it that way. It is not
always smooth or perfect and it is not easy.
But it was brave and creative and an immensely
important thing to do at great personal cost
for some of the women involved. It was life-
changing.

From my perspective I appreciated the diversity
that exists within the Society of Friends, even
though it is enormously difficult to work with,
to live through, to respect and celebrate the
differences among us. It is probably one of
our most important tasks as human creatures of
God. It was essential that we were a con-
ference of Quaker women from around the globe.
It was important to do and it is important that
we do it again. I think that we have not even
begun to mine the significance of this world-
gathering nor to know its impact in the Society
of Friends, especially now when existing struc-
tures are being shaken and tested. Not only
were we a globally diverse group, we uwere
culturally, economically and educationally
diverse. I found that reflected in a wonderful
and rich way as I worked with the presenta-
tions. Each one gave richly of her talents.
Each one brought all that she had bravely,
freely, generously. I wept many tears of grati-
tude as I worked with these materials. lUe must
teach the peoples of our world how to honor,
work with, respect and love the diversity that
is an essential part of the way God creates.

Dortha Meredith
of the United States



Epistle

of the First International

Theological Conference of Quaker Women

To Friends Everywhere:

Greetings and love from the sev-
enty-four women from twenty-
one countries who have, in the
middle of their busy lives, been
called to attend the Friends Inter-
national Theological Conference
of Quaker Women held at
" Woodbrooke College, Birming-
ham, England, from 24th - 31st of
Seventh Month, 1990. We repre-
sent many races, languages and
nationalities, and varieties of
Quaker faith and practice.
Through struggle and pain, rage
and joy we are able to speak to
you, our sisters and brothers, with
one voice, the voice of love from
God.

We came together to explore
and reflect on what it means to be
a'woman, tobe a Quakerandtobe
doing theology, with the hope that
through our work we wauld be
better able to perform the service
God has given each of us to do,
and to assist our sisters every-
where to do so as well. Our work
has been based on the theology of
story. Wehave listened to and told
the stories of the unnamed women
who met Jesus, of our Quaker
foremothers, of the sisters we
represent, and our own life stories.
Through Bible study, the arts,
worship sharing, silence, song,
prayer, and formal talks, we have
remembered and reclaimed the
past; we have better understood
our present; and we have begun to
envision our future. By sharing
responsibility for the work of the
conference we have modelled true
equality and respect for our indi-
vidual gifts and abilities. Our
Home Groups have provided
some of us with a conference
“family” where we could share

personally ourlives, our responses to
each day’s work, and where we
could work together on a patchwork
wallhanging.

In this time we have grown in
appreciation and understanding of
our diversity. We found that our
attempts to share our worship tradi-
tions by blending them helped each
of us to appreciate that we honour
our own traditions best when we
offer them in their full expression.

We have been reminded vividly
that women live under cultural, po-
litical, and economic oppression. All
humanity is lessened by it; we are
unwilling to tolerate its perpetuation,
and must continue to work for justice
and peace in the world. The total
dedication which our sisters show in
their lives has been, and will con-
tinue to be, both humbling and in-
spiring. Our eyes have been opcned
to see that we are all, as in the story
in Luke 13, women “bent over” with
burdens and limitations, inward and
outward. We have affirmed that
being “bent over” can help us grow
into wisdom and compassion and
lead us into community, to love, and
toaction. And we were shown in this
and other New Testament stories,
how we may walk upright by looking
at the ways Jesus interacted with the
women. We have learned to have
greater appreciation for the gifts and
skills we already have, and to insist
that they be acknowledged and used.

We have been strengthened in our
knowledge that our lives bear fruits
of love and peace when grounded
and nurtured in relationship with
God through the Holy Spirit, through
Jesus Christ, and through Sophia, or
Wisdom. In the friendship of women
we have found a style of that relation-
ship based on mutuality replacing
one based on patriarchal structures
and kingship. This style of relation-

ship better enables us to envi-
sion the Divine.

As we leave this conference,
our hopes for the future are
many. We hope that we will act
as leaven in our local meetings,
churches, and yearly meetings,
so that Quaker women every-
where will be encouraged by
our new understanding. As we
grow in solidarity with one
another, enriched by how we
express our faith, we will all be
enabled to surmount the cul-
tural, economic, and political
barriers that preventus from dis-
cerning and following the ways
in which God leads us. We
honour the lives of our Quaker
foremothers as patterns which

" help us recognize our own lead-

ings. Their commitment, dedi-
cation, and courage remain as
worthy standards. May our lives
be used as theirs were to give
leadership to women every-
where to be vehicles of the love
of God. We share a deep love
for all creation, and cry with the
pain of its desecration. We must
realize we are part of the natural
world and examine our lives in
order to change those attitudes
which lead to domination and
exploitation.

Friends, we are all called into
wholeness and into community,
women and men alike, sharing
the responsibilities God has
givenus, and assuming the lead-
ership we are called to. We
begin where we are, in our
homes and meetings or
churches our work and commu-
nities, celebrating the realization
of the New Creation.

Carole Treadway and Dinora Uvalle
on behalf of the Conference




Doing Theology: The Plan for the Conference

What does 'doing theology' mean for Friends -
and more specifically for women Friends? e
were not sure we knew the answer though we were
sure that this was the purpose of the conference
and that the program should seek to elicit that
process.

To that end, a planning group of four, including
one representative from Earlham School of Reli-
gion, met in Woodbrooke. We knew that among the
participants would be some with immense pastoral
experience and biblical expertise who would be
in discussion with others who had been educated
through the western university system. There
would be those coming from a tradition of evan-
gelical Quakerism and programmed worship who
might wonder how silent, almost unbiblical Quak-
ers could call themselves Christian and they
would be sharing in worship with the silent
ones, who may not have experienced programmed
worship or who had fled non-conformity, finding
refuge in Quakerism, who in turn might wonder
how evangelicals could call themselves Quakers.

How could we find common ground on which to
meet? We looked for an answer in narrative theo-
logy. le chose to use six stories of Jesus' en-
counter with women which each participant could
interpret in the light of her own personal ex-
perience and from the situation of her parti-
cular culture,

e chose to start with the story of the healing
of the woman bent over, to reflect on the bur-
dens that are imposed on us by our culture and
that we carry in our own lives and in ourselves
and secondly, the story of the woman with the
issue of blood to allow for the taboos in our
societies to be recognized as also the exclus-
ions that so often follow. A woman who was ex-
cluded, alienated, the Syrophoenician woman, who
sought justice: an encounter describing chal-
lenge and change, was the third story. Our
fourth was the discipleship and the spiritual
insight that compelled Mary to anoint Jesus, an
incident that models for us the priesthood of
women. Of the many women in the gospels who
cemonstrated spiritual maturity we chose the
woman at the well whom Jesus recognized as
soiritually capable of receiving some of his
cespest teaching. Finally, were the stories of
e women at the cross who gave comfort by their
presence and Mary Magdalene at the tomb who was
the first apostle appointed by Jesus to 'Go and
%=11" the good news of his resurrection.

Our womanhood was to be our common ground, the
source of our creative theology.

Clearly, we would want to share in each other's
form of worship and we planned to start each day
in silent worship. Speakers were then to intro-
duce the day's story following which each woman
could choose to make her spiritual exploration
through the media of art, music, dance, drama,
creative writing, clay modelling or discussion.
The evening session was to be open to daily
planning drawing upon the day's events and par-
ticipants' contributions. 'Home' groups would
be organized to provide the closeness of a small
group, meeting daily, who could immediately be
aware of any need of one of its members, for
most of the women were far distanced from their
home, some for the first time.

Finally, we planned a common task of making a
patchwork, a symbol of women's traditional work.
Each woman would be asked to bring some pieces
of material typical of her country which in the
home group would be sewn into a square. These
squares would then be sewn together to form a
large quilt. It was already planned, secretly,
that the quilt should be presented to Val Fer-
guson with our loving gratitude for initiating
this conference,

Cooperation and community were to be the basis
of the organization of the conference. It was to
be a conference in which each participant would
have a responsibility, the gifts and ministry of
each woman would contribute to its success.

The running of a conference entails many tasks
and a further planning meeting was held to ap-
portion them. A huge chart listing all the jobs
was set down on the floor - speakers, worship
leaders, home group facilitators, and workshop
leaders. e would want to record the conference
through photographs, diaries and tape recordings
and send our greetings to Quakers everywhere
through our epistle. Exhibitions needed mount-
ing and the patchwork quilt to be finished.
Equipped with the application forms and guided
by each woman's offers of skills and prefer-
ences; by the stroke of midnight, evey task was
allocated and every woman had a task.

Thelma Stewart
of Britain
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