
 Revolutionary Roots of Quakerism 

A six-session journey with Early Friends 

Sundays 9:00 am in Champney Room 

facilitated by Peter Blood-Patterson 

 

Mid-17th century England was swept by dramatic changes: sharp religious and political 

conflict, rising hopes, charismatic leaders and popular grassroots movements - in short a 

world much like the one we live in today. A song about the Diggers (a 17th century socialist 

group whose leader later joined Friends) is, for good reason, called “The World Turned 

Upside Down.” 

 

Quakers were born as a faith community into this world - bringing with them 

approaches to worship, gender and class relationships, beliefs about God and scripture, 

and ways of making decisions that were a sharp departure from anything the world had 

seen before. 

 

We will spend this time walking with those Friends, sharing what we know about their 

fresh approaches to worship, belief, and life with others. Our main intention will be to 

reflect together on what 1st generation Friends have to teach us in terms of how we live 

together into these same critical questions as a faith community today. 

 

Before meeting on 3rd Sundays except in December: 

Sept 20 - The World Turned Upside Down (history overview) 

Oct. 18 - This I Knew Experientially (faith / guidance by Spirit) 

Nov. 15 - The Silent Assemblies of God’s People (worship) 

Dec. 13 - This Is Our Testimony to the World #1 (truth, sufferings) 

Jan. 17 - This Is Our Testimony to the World #2 (peace, simplicity) 

Feb. 21 - Gospel Order as a Way of Living with Each Other  ​
        ​ ​ ​  (community, nurture, accountability) 

 

No advance reading expected for classes.  You do not need to register. All are welcome 

including teens. You are welcome to just attend some of the classes as you wish. 

​
For more info contact Peter at  inwardlight1@gmail.com 


